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Replace the pending set of claims in the above 
application with the following set of claims: 



1. A structure comprising: 
a first signal line; 

a second signal line; and 

a first shield line positioned between but separated from 
said first signal line and said second signal line, said first 
shield line being electrically floating. 

2. The structure of Claim 1 wherein said first signal 
line, said second signal line and said first shield line are 
all part of a single conductor layer. 

3. The structure of Claim 1 wherein said first signal 
line, said second signal line, and said first shield line are 
each in a different conductor layer. 
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4. The structure of Claim 1 wherein said first shield 
line has an area sufficient to prevent said first shield line 
from causing capacitive coupling between said first signal 
line and said second signal line to be greater than if said 
first shield line was not present. 

5. The structure of Claim 1 wherein said structure 
further comprises a second shield line electrically connected 
to said first shield line. 

6. The structure of Claim 5 wherein said first shield 
line and said second shield line are part of a single 
conductor layer. 

7. The structure of Claim 5 wherein said first shield 
line is part of a first conductor layer and said second shield 
line is part of a second conductor layer. 

8. The structure of Claim 5 wherein said first shield 
line is electrically connected to said second shield line by 
an electrically conductive via. 

9. The structure of Claim 8 wherein said via is provided 
at a natural intersection of said first shield line and said 
second shield line. 



10. (AMENDED) A structure comprising: 
a substrate; 

a first signal line above said substrate; 

a second signal line above said substrate, wherein unused 
substrate surface area exists between said first signal line 
and said second signal line; and 

a first shield line in said unused substrate surface 
area, said first shield line being electrically floating. 
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11. The structure of Claim 10 wherein a distance between 
said first signal line and said second signal line is at least 
equal to twice the minimum distance allowable between features 
plus the minimum allowable width of a feature. 

12. The structure of Claim 10 wherein said first shield 
line has a width greater than the minimum allowable width of a 
feature . 



14. The structure of Claim 10 wherein said first shield 
line has a first potion and a second portion, said first 
portion having a greater width than said second portion. 

15. The structure of Claim 10 wherein said structure 
further comprises a second shield line electrically connected 
to said first shield line. 

16. (AMENDED) A structure comprising: 
a substrate; 

a first signal line above said substrate; 

a second signal line above said substrate, wherein unused 
substrate surface area exists between said first signal line 
and said second signal line; 

a first shield line in said unused substrate surface area 

and; 

a second shield line electrically connected to said first 
shield line, wherein said first shield line and said second 
shield line are part of a single conductor layer. 

17. The structure of Claim 15 wherein said first shield 
line is part of a first conductor layer and said second shield 
line is part of a second conductor layer. 
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18. The structure of Claim 15 wherein said first shield 
line is electrically connected to said second shield line by 
an electrically conductive via. 

19. The structure of Claim 18 wherein said via is 
provided at the natural intersection of said first shield line 
and said second shield line. 

20. The structure of Claim 15 wherein said second shield 
line is a power or ground line. 

21. A method comprising: 

forming a first signal line and a second signal line 
above a substrate; 

forming a first shield line .positioned between but 
separated from said first signal line and said second signal 
line, said first shield line being electrically floating. 

22 . The method of Claim 21 further comprising shielding 
said first signal line from said second signal line with said 
first shield line. 

2 3 . The method of Claim 22 further comprising changing a 
voltage on said first signal line, a voltage on said first 
shield line remaining relatively stable. 

24 . The method of Claim 21 wherein said first shield 
line is electrically connected to a second shield line. 

25. (AMENDED) A method comprising: 

defining a signal line layout comprising a plurality of 
signal lines; 

defining any area of said signal line layout which is not 
one of said plurality of signal lines as unused area; and 



SERIAL NO. 



09/452, 367 



defining at least one shield line in said unused 
area, said at least one shield line being electrically 
floating . 

26. The method of Claim 25 wherein said at least one 
shield line is defined as a first portion of said unused area 
which is located at a distance at least equal to the minimum 
distance allowable between features away from any one of said 
signal lines. 

27. The method of Claim 26 wherein said at least one 
shield line has a width at least equal to the minimum 
allowable width of a feature. 

28. The method of Claim 26 wherein said at least one 
shield line has a width greater than the minimum allowable 
width of a feature. 

29. The method of Claim 26 wherein said at least one 
shield line has a first portion and a second portion, said 
first portion having a greater width than said second portion. 



31. The method of Claim 26 further comprising 
electrically connecting said at least one shield line to a 
power or ground line. 

32. The method of Claim 26 wherein said at least one 
shield line comprises a first shield line, said first shield 
line being electrically connected to a second shield line. 

33 . The method of Claim 32 wherein said first shield 
line is part of a first conductor layer and said second shield 
line is part of a second conductor layer. 
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34 . The method of Claim 33 wherein said first shield 
line is electrically connected to said second shield line by 
an electrically conductive via provided at the natural 
intersection of said first shield line and said second shield 
_line. 
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